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“WHY”  TRIAL DOES NOT CANCEL GOD'S PLAN 

ROMANS 8:28, JAMES 1:2-4 
Adeoye, Emmanuel 

 
TRIALS may disrupt our day-to-day 
plans, but they never cancel His 
divine purpose. Even when 
situations seem dire, God is actively 
working all things together for the 
good of those who love Him and are 
called according to His purpose. 
When trials bring us to the end of 
our own strength, we are uniquely 
positioned to experience God’s 
supernatural provision.  
Trials cancel out our pride and 
create a platform for God to 
display His sustaining grace. 
 
Throughout scripture, God’s 
overarching plan cannot be 
thwarted. In Job 42:2, Job 
acknowledges that no purpose of 
God’s can be withheld from Him. 
Trials Do Not Cancel God's 
Ultimate Plan; Rather, They Serve 
As The Very Instruments He Uses 
To Fulϐill IT. Far from derailing 
divine purpose, Hardship functions 
as a reϐining ϐire and a mechanism 
for spiritual maturity, ultimately 
aligning the believer with God's will.  
OUR FAITH IS REFINED, NOT 
DESTROYED 
In 1 Peter 1:6-7, Peter uses the 
analogy of gold being tested by ϐire. 

The Greek word for "tested" 
(dokimion) refers to the proving or 
purifying of metals. 
The Reality: Just as ϐire removes 
impurities from gold without 
destroying the metal itself, trials 
strip away our self-reliance and 
superϐicial faith. This proves your 
faith is genuine and results in 
ultimate praise and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
Trials do not cancel God’s plan; 
rather, they are often the very 
mechanism He uses to reϐine, 
prepare, and align us with that plan. 
From a theological and exegetical 
perspective, suffering is designed 
to test the authenticity of our 
faith, produce endurance, and 
ultimately conform believers to 
the character of Christ 
James 1:2-4 commands believers 
to "count it all joy" when facing 
VARIOUS trials. James states that 
this testing produces perseverance 
(or steadfastness). God’s ultimate 
plan is not necessarily our temporal 
comfort, but our spiritual maturity. 
By enduring trials, we are being 
perfected and equipped for the 
greater work He has prepared for us. 
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Trials do not alter God’s overarching 
plans; instead, they are the tools He 
uses to reϐine your Character, 
deepen your faith, and align your 
heart with His divine purpose. 
Rather than stopping His plans, 
hardships reveal your hidden 
strengths and strengthen your 
dependence on Him. 
Trials Demonstrate Sovereignty 
Over Circumstances: God’s 
ultimate purpose prevails, and no 
trial is powerful enough to derail 
what He has designed for your life. 
Hardships are rarely an indication 
that you have failed, but rather a 
redirection or preparation for what 
is to come. 
Just as ϐire puriϐies gold, trials are 
designed by God to build endurance 
and shape your character without 
abandoning His promises to you. 
What the enemy or circumstance 
meant to destroy, God uses to 
mature you. 
Revealing What's Inside: Pressure 
doesn’t create your inner character; 
it reveals what is already there. 
Trials expose your self-reliance so 
you can learn to lean completely on 
God's strength and grace. 
Providing Grace: Even in the midst 
of a difϐicult season, God does not 
alter His destination for you. 
Instead, He provides the comfort 
and grace you need to endure and 
grow through the process. 

THE GREEK WORD DOKIMION: 
Trials As A Test Of Genuineness; In 
James 1:2-3, the text commands 
believers to "consider it pure joy" 
when facing trials, because the 
"testing of your faith develops 
perseverance." he Greek word for 
"testing" is dokimion, which 
means the proof or veriϐication of 
genuineness. 
THEOLOGICAL INSIGHT: A trial 
does not attempt to break your faith; 
it proves it. God's plan often requires 
proven, steadfast faith, and trials are 
the mechanism used to produce that 
necessary character 
The Divine Reversal shows that 
God Overrules Human and 
Demonic Opposition. The 
Scripture consistently demonstrates 
that God's plan is not thwarted by 
the enemy, human opposition, or 
tragic circumstances 
EXAMPLE OF ESTHER: Haman's 
plan to destroy the Jewish people 
was an existential threat, but God 
used that very trial to elevate Esther 
to the throne and ultimately save her 
people. The trial did not cancel the 
divine plan, rather it set the stage for 
it 
ROMANS 8:28 guarantees that "in 
all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose". The 
suffering is not the end of the story; 
it is a vital part of the overarching 
redemptive narrative 
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Human plans are ϐinite, whereas 
God's purposes are eternal. 
Proverbs 19:21 states, "Many are the 
plans in a person’s heart, but it is the 
Lord’s purpose that prevails".  
Sometimes God allows a trial to ruin 
our limited plans so that our plans 
do not ruin us. A "thwarted plan" or 
a season of hardship often acts as a 
divine redirection to guide the 
believer exactly where God needs 
them to be 
Trials strip away pride, impatience, 
and worldly dependence When life 
feels difϐicult, theologians often 
point to the imagery of a 
metalworker pouring molten metal 
from vessel to vessel to allow the 
dross to rise to the surface so it can 
be removed 
God uses the pressure of trials to 
remove the "dross" (sin, selϐishness) 
in our lives, leaving only the "pure 
wine" of righteousness and 
conforming the believer to the image 
of Christ 
CHARACTERISTICS ON WHY 
TRIAL DOES NOT CANCEL GOD'S 
PLAN 
Biblical exegesis reveals that trials 
do not cancel God's ultimate plan, 
but rather serve as divine 
instruments to reϐine faith, build 
steadfastness, and fulϐill His 
overarching purposes. Hardships do 
not derail God's sovereignty; they 
act as the backdrop against which 

His faithfulness and ultimate victory 
are displayed.  
God's plans are unstoppable and 
cannot be thwarted by human 
struggle or satanic interference. In 
Scripture, God often uses the trials 
caused by a fallen world or 
opposition to bring about ultimate 
good Unlike temptations (which aim 
to destroy), trials test and reϐine 
faith, proving its genuineness much 
like ϐire puriϐies gold. This process 
removes spiritual weaknesses 
BENEFIT ON WHY TRIAL DOES 
NOT CANCEL GOD'S PLANTrials do 
not cancel God's plan because they 
are not obstacles to His will, but 
rather the very mechanisms through 
which He achieves it. Instead of 
being disruptions, trials are father-
ϐiltered tools of sanctiϐication, 
reϐinement, and ultimate 
gloriϐication designed to conform 
believers to the image of Christ 
TRIALS ARE INTEGRAL TO THE 
DIVINE PLAN, NOT A SETBACK 
Romans 8:28 Paul writes, "And we 
know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him..." 
The Greek word for "works 
together" (synergei) implies an 
active, synergistic orchestration by 
God. He is actively blending both 
pleasant and painful circumstances 
to achieve a speciϐic divine objective 
THE ULTIMATE "GOOD" (ROMANS 
8:29): The "good" is not necessarily 
worldly comfort or prosperity, but 
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conformation—being "conformed to 
the image of his Son". Trials serve 
the divine plan by stripping away 
self-reliance and reϐining godly 
character 
GOD'S GRACE IS ALWAYS 
SUFFICIENT FOR THE TASK 
Romans 8:31-32 "If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He who did 
not spare his own Son, but gave him 
up for us all—how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all 
things?" Paul uses a "from the 
greater to the lesser" argument. If 
God paid the ultimate price to secure 
the grand plan of salvation, He will 
certainly provide everything needed 
(including the endurance to survive 
trials) to see that plan completed in 
your life.  
The Certainty of Cosmic and Eternal 
Glory Romans 8:18 "I consider that 
our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us." The Greek word 
for "sufferings" (pathemata) 
encompasses all earthly trials. Paul 
weighs present afϐlictions against 
the absolute certainty of future 
eschatological glory, demonstrating 
that trials are but a brief, temporary 
catalyst for eternal joy 
Trials Produce Spiritual Maturity 
and Perseverance 
James 1:2-4 James commands 
believers to "Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, because 

you know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance." The 
testing (dokimion) of faith is meant 
to prove its genuineness, burning 
away impurities and leading to 
spiritual completeness. 
WE PICTURE THE DIVINE 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER ADVERSITY 
(THE GENESIS 50:20 PRINCIPLE) 
God frequently uses the hostility of 
the world or the enemy to actually 
advance His plan. When Joseph's 
brothers sold him into slavery, they 
intended it for evil, but God designed 
it to save many lives. God factors 
every opposition, delay, and 
difϐiculty into His sovereign 
blueprint. 
  
James 1:2-4 is a well-known biblical 
passage where the author (James, 
the half-brother of Jesus) instructs 
early Christians to view hardships 
differently . Instead of despairing, 
believers are encouraged to ϐind 
deep joy in trials because these 
difϐiculties test their faith, build 
spiritual endurance, and ultimately 
lead to maturity. 
"COUNT IT ALL JOY": James is not 
telling believers to pretend to be 
happy while suffering. The word 
"count" was a ϐinancial term 
meaning to evaluate or assess. He is 
challenging them to consciously 
shift their perspective to see trials as 
stepping stones to spiritual growth. 
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TESTING OF YOUR FAITH 
PRODUCES PERSEVERANCE": Just 
as physical exercise breaks down 

muscles to make them stronger, 
trials act as a spiritual workout to 
build steadfastness. 

 
CONCLUSION 
The ultimate goal of enduring hardship with the right attitude is spiritual 
maturity. It shapes a person into a stronger, well-rounded individual who is 
spiritually equipped for whatever comes their way. 
 
HYMN 643 
COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


