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WISDOM IN ACTION 

Enduring Temptation 
With God’s Strength 

(2 Timothy 4:17; Matthew 4:4) 
 
INTRODUCTION 

The Christian life is not merely a 
call to worship; it is a call to 
warfare.  

Every believer who sincerely 
desires to walk with God soon 
discovers that the pathway to 
spiritual maturity is surrounded by 
pressures, oppositions, 
enticements, and conflicts.  

No man grows deeply in God 
without eventually meeting 
temptation/trial face to face. 

Temptation itself is not sin. Even 
our Lord Jesus Christ was tempted 
in the wilderness. The shame is not 
in being tempted; the tragedy is in 
yielding. 

A trial is a diƯiculty permitted 
by God to strengthen faith and 
produce maturity. 

A temptation is an enticement 
designed to pull a man away from 
God into disobedience. 

Trials are often external 
pressures; temptations are inward 
solicitations toward evil. 

God may allow trials, but He 
never authors sin. Satan exploits 
trials in an attempt to produce 
temptation. 

 

James explains this balance 
perfectly: “Blessed is the man that 
endureth trials…” (James 1:12) 
 

JOB — THE TRIAL OF 
SUFFERING 
Job lost: 

 his children,  
 his wealth,  
 his health,  
 and almost his emotional 

stability.  
 

Yet the purpose was deeper 
than pain. Heaven intended to 
prove that genuine faith can 
survive earthly loss. 
 

JOSEPH — THE TRIAL OF 
DELAY AND INJUSTICE 
Joseph endured: 

 betrayal,  
 slavery,  
 false accusation,  
 imprisonment.  

 

His trial was not punishment 
but preparation. God was building 
a ruler inside a prisoner. 
 

EVE — THE TEMPTATION OF 
DECEPTION 

Genesis 3 shows Satan 
attacking through: 

 doubt, distorted truth,  
 and misplaced desire.  
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Every temptation still begins 
with questioning God’s Word “Yea, 
hath God said…?” 
 

DAVID — THE TEMPTATION OF 
PASSION 

David survived lions and giants 
yet nearly fell through uncontrolled 
desire. 

A careless moment became a 
disastrous season. 

Temptation often succeeds not 
because a man is weak physically, 
but because he is unguarded 
spiritually. 
 

JESUS CHRIST — THE 
TEMPTATION OF SHORTCUTS 

In Matthew 4, Satan tempted 
Jesus to: 

 satisfy hunger wrongly,  
 pursue glory without 

suƯering,  
 obtain kingdoms without the 

cross.  
 

The temptation was essentially 
this: “Achieve legitimate things 
through illegitimate means.” 

That remains one of Satan’s 
greatest strategies today. 
 

HOW TRIALS CAN BECOME 
TEMPTATIONS 

This is where spiritual wisdom 
becomes necessary. 

Trials test our faith. 
Temptations test our obedience. 
But many temptations are born 
from unresolved trials.  

The reason for having same 
Greek word (peirasmos) Often 

used interchangeably because 
they both involve a TEST. 
 Financial pressure may 

tempt a man into dishonesty.  
 Loneliness may tempt a 

believer into immorality.  
 Delay may tempt someone 

into compromise.  
 Rejection may tempt 

someone into bitterness.  
 Exhaustion may tempt 

someone into abandoning 
prayer.  

 

The wilderness that reveals 
faith can also expose weakness. 

NB: Satan often approaches a 
man at the point of pain. 

Jesus had fasted forty days 
before Satan came. 

The enemy studies moments of 
weariness. 

The secret: Not human 
strength, but God’s strength 
 

GOD’S PRESENCE IS OUR 
STRENGTH IN TEMPTATION AND 
TRIALS 

2 Timothy 4:17-
“Notwithstanding the Lord stood 
with me, and strengthened me…” 

Isaiah 43:2 – When you pass 
through the waters I will be with 
you..... 

Isaiah 23:4- Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death... 

Deut 31:6 – Be strong and 
courageous..... He will never leave 
you nor forsake you 

Matt 28:20- I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age 
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Paul the Apostle was 
abandoned by men—but not by 
God. 2 Timothy 4:16 

Key Message: 
 Human support may fail 
 But divine presence never 

fails 
 

Isaiah 41:10 – “I will strengthen 
thee…” 

Victory begins with awareness: 
God is with me right now 
 

GOD’S STRENGTH IS MADE 
PERFECT IN OUR WEAKNESS 

Paul endured not because he 
was strong, but because: 

 “The Lord… strengthened me” 
(2 Tim. 4:17) 

 2 Corinthians 12:9 “My grace is 
suƯicient for thee: for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness.” 

Key Message: 
 Admitting weakness is not 

failure 
 It is the doorway to divine 

strength 
 Stop saying “I can handle it” 
 Start saying “Lord, help me” 
 Dependence invites 

empowerment 
 

THE TRIAL OF PRESSURE 
In 2 Corinthians 1:8–9, Paul 

confessed: “We were pressed out 
of measure, above strength…” 

This was not ordinary 
discomfort.  

It was crushing pressure. Yet the 
trial had divine intention: “…that 
we should not trust in ourselves, 
but in God…” 

Sometimes God allows human 
strength to fail so divine strength 
can be revealed. 

There are lessons only 
weakness can teach. 
 

ENDURANCE LEADS TO 
DELIVERANCE AND PURPOSE 

2 Timothy 4:17 continues: 
“…that by me the preaching might 
be fully known…” 

God strengthened Paul not just 
to survive—but to fulfill purpose. 

Key Message: 
 Temptation/Trial is not just 

about survival 
 It is about preserving your 

assignment 
 Application: 
 Your fall aƯects more than 

you 
 Your victory blesses others 
 What you overcome today 

prepares you for tomorrow 
  

GOD’S WORD IS OUR WEAPON 
AGAINST TEMPTATION/TRIAL 

He honors his word more than 
His name Psalm 138:2... He is a 
God of His word .... None of His 
word will go back to him void 
without being fulfilled... It is quick 
and powerful and sharper than any 
two-edged sword Heb 4:12...God’s 
promises are absolute and he is 
entirely bound by His own 
declarations, eƯectively staking 
His supreme reputation on keeping 
His word.  
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Text: Matthew 4:4 
 

Food strengthens the body. 
The Word strengthens the inner 
man. 

A starving Christian is not 
merely one who lacks money, but 
one who lacks Scripture. 

Many believers collapse under 
temptation because their spiritual 
life survives on occasional 
inspiration instead of daily 
revelation. 

 “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” 

During His temptation, Jesus 
Christ responded with Scripture. 

Satan tempted - Jesus 
answered with “It is written”  

Key Message: 
 You cannot defeat spiritual 

attacks with empty 
knowledge 

 You need the Word stored in 
your heart 

 Psalm 119:11 – “Thy word 
have I hid in mine heart…” 

 

Application: 
 When tempted to lie → 

remember truth 
 When tempted to lust → 

recall purity 
 When tempted to give up → 

recall God’s promises 
 The Word is not decoration—

it is defense 

TEMPTATION TESTS OUR 
DEPENDENCE ON GOD 

In Matthew 4, Satan told Jesus: 
“Turn stones to bread” 

This was a temptation to:  
 Act independently of God 
 Satisfy legitimate needs in 

the wrong way 
 Key Message: 
 Not all temptations are evil 

on the surface 
 

Some are shortcuts to good 
things outside God’s will 

 

CONCLUSION 
To endure temptation: 
 

1. Rely on God’s presence– He is 
with you 
2. Use God’s Word – Speak “It is 
written” 
3. Trust God’s process – Avoid 
shortcuts 
4. Admit your weakness– Receive 
His strength 
5. Remember your purpose – Your 
life matters 
 
CLOSING CHARGE 
 Temptation will come—but 

so will strength. 
 Like Paul the Apostle, you 

can say: “The Lord stood 
with me…” 

 Like Jesus Christ, you can 
declare: “It is written…”

 


