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THE WICKED, DO
THEY REALLY
PROSPER?
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INTRODUCTION:

One of the most perplexing issues in the minds of a lot of people is what is perceived
as a huge injustice in the world. Seemingly, the wicked triumph, while the righteous
suffer, and are oppressed. You can read of Asaph’s struggles in regard to this issue in
(Psalms 73:3-9). That Psalmist actually almost lost his faith, "When I saw the
prosperity of the wicked."

Now, it can hardly be denied that for all appearances sake, it does seem, at times, that
the wicked do prosper.

COMPLAINTS OF OLD:

We are not alone in this complaint. Several Old Testament figures were just as
perplexed as we are today. Notice Jeremiah's prayer:

Righteous are You, O Lord, when I plead with You; yet let me talk with You about Your
judgments. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are they happy who deal
so treacherously? (Jeremiah 12:1)

JOB HAS THE SAME LAMENTATION:

Why do the wicked live and become old, yes, become mighty in power? Their descendants
are established with them in their sight, and their offspring before their eyes. Their
houses are safe from fear; neither is the rod of God upon them. Their bull breeds without
failure; their cow calves without miscarriage. They send forth their little ones like a
flock, and their children dance. They sing to the tambourine and harp and rejoice to the
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sound of the flute. They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the
grave. (Job 21:7-13)

This question pops up in the Psalms as well: "Lord, how long will the wicked, how long
will the wicked triumph?" (Psalm 94:3). It seems to offend the human sense of justice
and order when the unrighteous are not crushed immediately and to our satisfaction.
We want evil cursed and destroyed and good blessed and promoted uniformly no
matter what.

Sometimes we make things more complicated than they have to be. God's plan is
really very simple: Obedience and faith lead to salvation (Matthew 6:33). If we are
truly seeking His Kingdom, we should be faithful and obedient to God. This simple
blueprint guides our Christian lives.

Yet we have trials, and we search for the "why" of it all. We look for deep, earth-
shattering answers. The answers, however, may be so simple that we have glossed
over them in our pursuit of the deep things.

After puzzling over the reasons why blessings seem to accrue to the wicked, David hit
upon a simple answer and wrote it as (Psalm 37). His solution is concise and easy to
remember: Do good, trust God and don't worry. What could be more clear? It makes
a terrific motto to live by. It is easier to say than do, though.

AN APPARENT CONTRADICTION:

The Psalms and Proverbs are full of verses exposing the success of the corrupt and
calling upon God for understanding. Sometimes it seems that David and Solomon
spoke in frustration, and their writings served as means to vent their concerns. But
God heard them and gave them answers, which we can usually find somewhere in the
context of their questions.

We can explore this issue of the wicked prospering within the context of (Psalm 37).
This psalm is more like a sermon than a prayer because it primarily contains
instructions rather than praise or petitions. David's purpose in it is to explain the
apparent contradiction between God's promise to judge men according to their works
and real life, where the wicked often prosper and the obedient suffer.
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We can break down the teaching of (Psalm 37) into seven major areas:

1. DAVID CAUTIONS US NOT TO WORRY ABOUT THE PROSPERITY OF THE
WICKED. HE WRITES:

Do not fret because of evildoers, nor be envious of the workers of iniquity. Do not fret
because of him who prospers in his way. Do not fret—it only causes harm. (verses 1, 7-
8)

Jesus includes this point in the Sermon on the Mount, telling us not to worry about
our life, our food and clothing and the troubles of tomorrow (Matt. 6:25-34). Calm
down! Do not become worked up over it! Explanation to care little for worldly things.

2. DAVID DESCRIBES THE CHARACTER OF THE WICKED:

The wicked plots against the just, and gnashes at him with his teeth. The wicked have
drawn the sword and have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, to slay those
who are of upright conduct. The wicked borrows and does not repay. The wicked
watches the righteous, and seeks to slay him. (verses 12, 14, 21, 32)

Their evil is obvious to all, especially God. We can be certain that the wicked have not
fooled Him.

3. DAVID CONTRASTS THE CHARACTER OF THE WICKED TO THE RIGHTEOUS:

But the righteous shows mercy and gives. He is ever merciful, and lends; and his
descendants are blessed. The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, and his tongue
talks of justice. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. (verses
21,26,30-31)

The difference in their characters is sharply defined, and we can rest assured that
character is what dictates the outcome of our lives.

4. DAVID SHOWS THE END OF THE WICKED:

[Evildoers] shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. For
evildoers shall be cut off. For yet a little while and the wicked shall be no more; indeed,
you will look diligently for his place, but it shall be no more. The Lord laughs at him, for
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He sees that his day is coming. But the wicked shall perish; and the enemies of the Lord,
like the splendor of the meadows, shall vanish. Into smoke they shall vanish away. The
descendants of the wicked shall be cut off. I have seen the wicked in great power, and
spreading himself like a native green tree, yet he passed away, and behold, he was no
more; indeed, I sought him, but he could not be found. But the transgressors shall be
destroyed together; the future of the wicked shall be cut off. (verses 2, 9-10, 13, 20,
28, 35-36, 38)

We can know for a certainty that the unrighteous will get what is coming to them. God
always gives the correct punishment at exactly the right time. It is out of our hands,
so we need not concern ourselves over it.

5. DAVID PROCLAIMS THE REWARD OF THE UPRIGHT:

He shall give you the desires of your heart. He shall bring forth your righteousness as the
light, and your justice as the noonday. But those who wait on the Lord, they shall inherit
the earth. But the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace. Their inheritance shall be forever. They shall not be ashamed in the
evil time, and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. For those who are blessed by
Him shall inherit the earth. They are preserved forever. The righteous shall inherit the
land, and dwell in it forever. He shall exalt you to inherit the land. But the salvation of
the righteous is from the Lord. (verses 4, 6,9, 11, 18-19, 22, 28-29, 34, 39)

If God is on our side, we have nothing to fear from the wicked, and we can look
forward to blessings beyond anything we could ever imagine (Eph. 3:20)

6. DAVID EXPLAINS THAT WE CAN EXPECT THESE BLESSINGS AND REWARDS,
NOT BECAUSE WE ARE INNATELY WONDERFUL AND GOOD, BUT BECAUSE GOD
IS FAITHFUL:

The Lord upholds the righteous. The Lord knows the days of the upright. The steps of a
good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way. Though he falls, he shall
not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholds him with His hand. I have been young,
and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging
bread. For the Lord loves justice, and does not forsake His saints. The Lord will not leave
[the righteous] in the hands of the wicked nor condemn him when he is judged. He is
their strength in the time of trouble. And the Lord shall help them and deliver them; He
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shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in Him. (verses
17-18, 23-25, 28, 33, 39-40)

The picture in verse 24 is very comforting. David describes God as a Father, holding
His child by the hand. The child has just learned to walk and is not very steady. When
he stumbles—and he will—he does not fall completely because the Father pulls him
back upright. God perfectly fulfills all the obligations He placed on Himself to do on
our behalf. This is another reason we have no need to fear or worry.

7. LASTLY, DAVID PROVIDES US WITH SOLUTIONS TO THIS DILEMMA:

Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. Delight
yourself also in the Lord. Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall
bring it to pass. Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him. Cease from anger, and
forsake wrath. Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell forevermore. Wait on the Lord,
and keep His way. Mark the blameless man, and observe the upright; for the future of
that man is peace. (verses 3-8, 27, 34, 37)

These are David's instructions on how we should handle our envy of the wicked man's
prosperity: Do good, trust God and don't worry! If we patiently continue doing the
things that God has commanded us to do—focusing on our own character, rather than
complaining about another's the scales of justice will come into their proper balance
in God's time.

THE PROSPERITY OF THE WICKED IS NO CONCERN OF OURS:

Why do the wicked prosper? Some succeed due to Satan's influence. God may allow
others to grow wealthy to try our character. Many have natural talents, a kind of
Midas' touch, whereby everything they do brings them gain. A few, like the lottery
winners, roll in wealth because of time and chance. There are many reasons why
uncalled and unrepentant people seem so successful.

In the end it doesn't matter! Our neighbors' fortunes are completely out of our hands.
God will deal with them when it is appropriate, and only He knows when that time
will come. What is under our control is how we respond to it and—far more
importantly—how we handle what God has given us. Rather than gaze enviously at
our neighbors' wealth, we should strive to reach the apostle Paul's example: "I have
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learned in whatever state I am, to be content” (Philippians 4:11). He writes in (
ITimothy 6:8-10): And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. But
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money
is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their
greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

The pursuit of wealth is a path that is likely to end in trouble and unhappiness. If we
keep God's way, the blessings will come automatically, as God sees fit. Whether we
prosper financially or not, we know that God has our best interests at heart (Romans
8:28). We can rely on Jesus' promise in (Matthew 6:33) that God will give us all that
we could ever need if we keep our focus on the Kingdom of Godand His
righteousness.

CONCLUSION

God’s mighty works surround us. They fill the past, sustain the present, and promise
us an everlasting future. They are praiseworthy, gracious, continual, and ever-
present. They filled yesterday and anticipate tomorrow. They bring us His salvation,
remove our cares, and serve as the wings that will bear us to everlasting life.

If we listen carefully, we can hear God’s servants saying in prayer again and again—if
not in literal words, then in the same spirit “How great are Your works, O Lord! Your
thoughts are very deep” (Psalm 92:5). May all of us, as God’s servants, join together
and look at His works, rejoice in them, and allow them to encourage us to trust in the
faithfulness of our God. We should be consistent in prayer for ourselves, all brethren,
family member and all in the world to give the enabling environment to worship God
till we exit this planet and be in that place to enjoy eternity which is the focus of any
faithful Christian. (1Thes. 5:15-23)

DELIVERED BY: BROTHER ATIGBI WILFRED (BISHOP, GREY CONGREGATION,
WARRI.
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